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apparatus should be immediately removed, the animal's tongue
drawn forward, and artificial respiration applied.
Pallidity of the conjunctiva and a rapid, weak, and irregular
pulse are evidences of cardiac depression, and in such cases the
administration of the drug must be at once stopped and heart
and respiratory stimulant treatment applied. Cardiac stimu-
lants may take the form of intravenous injections of caffeine,
atropine, camphor, or adrenaline, or transfusions of normal saline
solution; alcohol should not be used as a stimulant, as its actions
resemble those of chloroform.
In those cases in which circulation and respiration appear
to cease simultaneously, little can be done, as death takes place
suddenly, and usually without premonitory symptoms. One
such premonitory symptom consists in spasmodic contraction
of the voluntary muscles, or purposeless struggling movements
of the fore and hind limbs. These symptoms are commonly
associated with failure of cardiac and respiratory actions, and,
when they occur, the administration of the drug should be
stopped immediately and antidotal treatment applied*
Not infrequently, after an operation is completed, the horse
appears to pass into a condition of deeper anaesthesia, and this
may continue for a prolonged period, notwithstanding the fact
that the administration of chloroform has ceased. This need
not cause alarm so long as the respirations are regular, but the
patient should be kept under observation, so that artificial
respiration may be carried out should dangerous symptoms
manifest themselves.
In serious major operations the application of a local anaes-
thetic may, where practicable, be practised in addition to the
administration of chloroform; or a narcotic such as chloral
hydrate may be given previous to the administration of the
general anaesthetic. Such procedure is believed to minimize the
risk of surgical shock, and certainly facilitates the production of
anaesthesia.
The anaesthetist must devote himself entirely to his duties,
and the performance of the surgical operation should in no way
engage his attention.
The patient should be prepared by withholding bulky food for
about thirty-six hours previous to operation. Repletion of the
stomach and intestines renders the patient more susceptible to
respiratory distress, and when the stomach is comparatively
empty the horse is much more readily brought under the
influence of the anaesthetic. An examination of the heart
should be made prior to administering chloroform.
Care should be taken that there be no impediment to free
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